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other troops, thereupon occupied Ireland and forced the feudal
system upon a people who still dwelt amid the simple virtues
and pleasures of a tribal system long since obsolete in the rest of
the world. That was the beginning of a quarrel which officially
at least did not end until only a few years ago, which even to-day
may break into the front page news with the suddenness and the
violence of a volcanic eruption.
For the Irish landscape, like the Irish soul, lent itself ideally to a
warfare of murder and ambush, a conflict in which high ideals
and low deeds of treachery got themselves so hopelessly intermixed
that it looked as if nothing short of the complete extermination of
the original natives could settle the problem, Alas, these are no idle
words. Upon several occasions the conquerors tried the experiment
of wholesale slaughter and deportation, followed by the confisca-
tion of all the worldly goods for the benefit of the King and his
henchmen. What Cromwell, for example, did to the Irish after
suppressing the rebellion of 1650, when the Irish with their marvel-
lous sense of the unreal and their great intuitive gift for doing the
wrong things at the wrong moment, had taken the side of Charles I,
is still in the memory of many who were born centuries after that
foul crime. As a result of this attempt to settle the Irish question
definitely and for all time, the population of the island was reduced
to 800,000, and the rate of starvation (the rate of living had never
been very high) was raised to such proportions that those who
could beg, borrow, or steal the money necessary for a short sea
voyage moved hastily to foreign shores. The others remained
behind, nursing their grievances, tending their cemeteries, and
living on a diet of potatoes and hope.
Geographically speaking, Ireland has always been part of
northern Europe. Spiritually speaking, Ireland until very recently
was situated somewhere in the heart of the Mediterranean. And
even to-day, when the island has .attained the rank of a Domin-
ion and enjoys the same wide degree of self-government as Canada
or Australia or South Africa, it continues to be a world apart. In-
stead of working for a united fatherland the people have divided
themselves into two separate and mutually hostile parts. The
southern stud Catholic half, containing about 75% of the entire